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Dr. W. WYLIE (Skipton) writes: Apropos of Dr. Percy Edgelow's treat-
ment of influenza by eucalyptus, I mayrelate my experience of it on three
patients, which shall not be easily forgotten by either of them. In May
,of last year I fancied eucalyptus was just the microbe killer wanted for
this disease, and, acting on the conviction, tried it on the first case of the
malady I was called upon to treat. There was unpleasantness about it,
for the patient seemed to have a very decided opinion after he had used the
remedy for some time that it made him ill, gave him a feeling of nausea
increased his headache, and he assured me he would not have been hall
so bad but for the wretched stuff I had ordered him to inhale. I thought
this ungrateful on his part, tried to persuade myself that he had some
idiocyncrasy which was incompatible to its use, and tried other remedies.
He got well. My next patient was a lady, who used the remedy with great
regularity every hour and saturated the bedroom with the vapour so
that had it been hostile to the vitality and activity of the microbe we
should have had a cure effected in a short time. On my next visit I was
told she could stand the eucalyptus vapour no longer, that it increased
her headache and made her worse generally. I gave it up, tried other
remedies, and the patient got well; but now she declares that never
shall she use the drug again. I took the disease, and still having a
belief that the drug was useful, I gave it a fair trial. I tried it on cotton
wool, inhaled it in boiling water, and in various ways. I became very
tired of it, commenced to dislike it, which dislike grew upon me so much
that I shall not again try eucalyptus. I do not think it did any good
whatever, but, on the contrary, increased my headache and made me
more uncomfortable than I was already. Influenza is a fever and must
be treated on the same principle as typhoid or scarlet fever.

INFLUENZA IN PARTURIENT WOMEN.
Mr. F. CRURCHILL (Cranley Gardens) writes: It would be interesting to

have the experience of surgeons who have noted exceptional symptoms
among.parturient women during the prevalence of toxic infection by
influenza. We have already noted the ephemeral character of the fever
andthe marked absence of symptoms in many cases. I would further
add that in some cases that have come under my observation this year
there has been during the first week of childbirth an exaltation of tempera-
ture ranging from 990F. to 101°F., a quick, hard, throbbing pulse of 120 to
140, with very little variation night or day. Notwithstanding this the
patients have been bright and cheerful, the uterine discharges have been
normal. There has been no pain or tenderness in the hypogastric
region, no enlargements of mammna, a plentiful supply of milk. In
short the cases have progressed favourably, though causing some anxiety
in view of the possible fatal termination by septicaemia.

THE EGYPTIAN QUARANTINE STATION.
D)R. PAUL KAUFMANN has recently published a little work
entitled Die Quarantiane-Station El Tor (Hirschwald, Berlin
1892). The author spent five weeks at El Tor in August and
September last, as a special delegate of the Egyptian
Sanitary Council, for the purpose of making bacteriological
-examinations in cases of suspected cholera. It appears, from
,a previous visitation by Dr. Pollock, that the Arabian
doctors were at one time instructed by the chief inspector to
return all cases of diarrhaea as cholera, and there is always a
strong leaning this way. In discussing the constitution of
the Sanitary Council he suggests that the Egyptian represen-
tation should be lowered from a third of the whole Council to
a fourth or even fifth; that each of the great European States
should have two representatives, one of whom should reside
in Egypt; and all the smaller sections should send each one
delegate, not a foreigner. There would be thus twenty-four
members. " It would be still better if only Egypt, Germany,
England, France, Italy, Austria, Russia, and Turkey were
xepresented, the smaller Powers might safely leave their in-
terests in their hands much better than when represented by
Greeks, Smyrniotes, Syrians, and Maltese."
All pilgrims returning from Mecca up the Isthmus of Suez

have to disembark at El Tor, and encamp there twenty days.
For those returning by land a three days' quarantine in Ras
Mallap, higher up in the Sinaitic peninsula, is appointed;
lastly, for the Turks passing up the Suez Canal there is a ten
-days' quarantine at Klazomene, near Smyrna.
The Council sits at Alexandria because most of its mem-

bers live there, and the work of inspection at Suez is dele-
gated to a small Commission, which does its work badly. Dr.
Kaufmann affirms that, instead of the necessary two hours in
visiting a pilgrim ship, the Commission does not take five
minutes. If the Conseil Sanitaire were established in Suez
it could easily send a small commission to El Tor.
Again, the ri hts and duties of the leading officials should

be clearly deKned. In particular, the commander of the
troops should be strictly subordinated to the director. The
Arab doctors employed should at least have studied for some
years in a European university, have passed an examination
regulated by a European commission, be paid an adequate
salary, and be required to use some European language in
their official work. At present the notes above the head of
each patient in the hospital cannot be read by either the

director or the general inspector. The water supply evidently
varies in quality at different times of the year. Dr. Kauf-
mann asserts that the pilgrims dip their own vessels and
hands into the water pumped up 'from the wells in the sand,
and that the only two which gave good water were insufficient
for the wants of the camp. A distilling apparatus should be
provided for the drinking water, which should be conveyed to
the camp sections by the aid of a light tramway 2 kilometres
long. The reservoirs adjoining the wells should be sealed
and pipes with stopcocks provided.
El Tor is so dry that cholera could never, Dr. Kaufmann

thinks, become established there, even if importedl. At pre-
sent there are two steam ovens for disinfecting the pilgrims'
clothes, but one of these is out of use, and the pilgrims evade
the regulations as much as they can. The latrines of the
camp are badly arranged, the distance to be traversed being
far too great.

Dr. Kaufmann satisfied himself that no true cholera existed
at El Tor. The chief cause of death is" pilgrims' diarrhcea."
The pilgrims are compelled to stay at El Tor, and are charged
15 francs for the privilege; in fact, they are fleeced by the
authorities at every turn. Food should be supplied by the
Government at cost price, and Dr. Kaufmann states that a
sum of £50,000 ought to be contributed by the Powers interest-
ed for the establishment of proper sanitary arrangements.
The camp was open from July 12th to the end of September.

During that time 11,950 pilgrims arrived in eighteen ships at
El Tor, though only 10,711 were indicated in the various ships'
papers, the pilgrims being systematically under-estimated on
every ship. There were 86 deaths, 6 of which were ascribed
(erroneously) to cholera. The camp consisted of six sections,
placed 250 metres apart, with a general and a cholera hos-
pital. The latter was shamefully neglected. It is a tent with
four upright poles, none of them straight, and one was too
short and was placed upon an upturned earthenware vessel
intended for a very different use. Of five patients there, four
had bedsteads and one lay on a mattress on the ground. Two
others soon preferred the ground because the mattresses had
become too soiled for use. They were left then in the tent two
days before they were changed. He states that the inspector
and chief physician seldom visited the tent. The ordinary
hospital was somewhat better.
Great difficultieswere encountered in recognising the cholera

bacillus, since the impossibility of procuring ice at El Tor
prevented the use of gelatine ; the author fell back on the
indol test. The cholera bacillus forms not only indol, but
nitrites also, hence a red colour on adding any pure mineral
acid to a culture of 24 or 36 hours to set free the nitrous acid.
In this way the absence of true cholera was made certain.
Dr. Kaufmann has full confidence that the English will

bring back to Egypt not only material prosperity, but a new
era of science and the arts.

ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE,
LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL

ASSOCIATION.
MBXBERS are reminded that the Library and Writing Rooms
of the Association are now fitted up for the accommodation of
the Members in commodious apartments, at the Offices of
the Association, 429, Strand. The rooms are open from 10
A.M. to 5 P.M. Members can have their letters addressed to
them at the Office.

NOTICE OF QUARTERLY MEETINGS FOR 1892.
ELECTION OF MEMBERS.

MEETINGS of the Council will be held on April 13th,
July 6th, and October 26th, 1892. Candidates for elec-
tion by the Council of the Association must send in their
forms of application to the General Secretary not later than
twenty-one days before each meeting, namely, March 24th,
June 16th, and October 5th, 1892.
Any qualified medical practitioner, not disqualified by any

by-law of the Association, who shall be recommended as
eligible by any three members, may be elected a member bL
the Council or by any.recognised Branch Council.
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Candidates seeking. election by a Branch Council should
apply to the Secretary of the Branch. No member can be
elected by a Branch Council unless his name has been in-
serted in the circular summoning the meeting at which he
seeks election. FRANCIs FoWmi, General Secretary.

BRANCH MEETINGS TO BE HELD.

DUBLIN BRANcH.-The annual meeting and dinner-postponed from
January 28th in consequence of the death of H.R.H. the Duke of Clarence
-will take place in the Royal College of Physicians, Kildare Street, on
Thursday, February 18th.-JOHN MOLONY, Honorary Secretary.

METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: NORTH LONDON DISTRICT. - The
meeting announced for this District to be held at the London Tempe-
rance HIospital for Wednesday, January 20th, 1892, was adjourned until
February 17th, on account of the funeral of the Duke of Clarence. Mem-
bers will please take notice of the altered date.

METROPOLITAN COUNTIEs BRANCH: EAST LONDON AND SOUTH ESsEX
DISTRICT.-The fourth meeting of the session will be held at the Town
Hall, Hackney, on Thursday, February 18th, at 8.30 P.M. The chair will be
taken by Dr. C. T. Aveling, Vice-President of the District. The following
short papers will be read: Notes on a Case of Intestinal Obstruction, Dr.
C. T. Aveling; The Importance of Abdominal Respiration in Cardiac
Cases, Dr. Alexander Morison; Notes on Epidemic Influenza, Mr. Fred-
rick Wallace. Visitors will be cordially welcomed.-H. E. POWELL, Hono-
rary Secretary, Glenarm House, Upper Clapton.

SOUTH-EASTERN BRANCH: WEST KENT DISTRICT.-The next meeting o;
this District will take place at the West Kent Hospital, Maidstone, on
Thursday, March loth, 1892, Dr. E. Ground in the Chair. Gentlemen de-
sirous of reading papers or exhibiting specimens are requested to inform
the Honorary Secretary of the District, A. W. NANKIVELL, F.RI CS., St.
Bartholomew's Hospital, Rochester, not later than February 17th.
Further particulars will be duly announced.

STAFFORDSHIRE BRANCH.-The second general meeting of the present
session will be held at the Swan Hotel, Stafford, on Thursday, February
25th, at 3.45 P.M.-GEORGE REID, Honorary Secretary.

PERTHSHIRE BRANCH.
A MEETING of this Branch was held at Perth on January 29th,
Dr. FERGusON, the President, in the chair.

Re8olutwona of] Sympathy.-The PRESIDBNT, before proceeding
to the business of the meeting, made suitable reference to
the death of the Duke of Clarence. After speaking of the
loss sustained by the Branch by the death of Drs. Gowans
and Wilson, and specially reminding members that the meet-
ing had been called at the instance of Dr. Wilson, who was to
have opened a discussion on influenza, minutes of sympathy
were ordered to be entered on the records, and copies sent to
the families of the deceased.
Annual Meeting: New Member8.-The SECRETARY reported

that due attention had been given to the matters arising out
of the minutes of last meeting; and that it would be neces-
sary to hold the annual meeting prior to the month of Decem-
ber in order to have the official lists correctly printed in the
JOURNAL. He also reported that the election papers of the fol-
lowing gentlemen were in order, and they were accordingly
added to the list of members: W. Stevenson, M.R.C.P.,
F.R.C.S.Ed., Crieff; J. F. S. Hay, M.B., C.M., Perth.
[A report of the discussion on influenza will be found on

p. 356.]

BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND COUNTIES BRANCH.
THE fourth ordinary meeting of this Branch (adjourned from
January 14th in consequence of the death of His Royal High-
ness the Duke of Clarence) was held on January 28th,
the President, Dr. THOMAS SAVAGE, in the chair.
Local Therapeutic Committees.-A request from the Thera-

peutic Committee of the Association that the Branches
should appoint local therapeutic committees for the purpose
of accurate therapeutic research was considered. After a dis-
cussion, in which Dr. SAUNDBY described the object of the
proposal, it was resolved that this Branch is unable at present
to appoint a local therapeutic committee.
Time Limit ofPaper.-Mr. JORDAN LLOYD moved " That at

ordinary meetings the time allowed to the reader of a paper
shall not exceed twenty minutes, and to each subsequent
speaker ten."-After some discussion, the matter was referred
to the Council.
New: Members.-The following members of the Association

were elected members of the Branch: H. Tibbits, M.B.,
C.M.Edin., Warwick; Chas. Martin, M.B., C.M.Edin., The
Crescent; S. H. Perry, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.Lond., Hagley
Road.
[A report of the scientific part of the proceedings is pub-

lished at p. 337.]

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE,
PARIS.

The Sanitarq Conference at Venice.
Oun PARIs CORRESPONDENT writes: Professor Brouardel, who
has just returned from the International Sanitary Confer-
ence at Venice, states that the object of the Conference is to
draw up new laws which will prevent cholera entering
Europe by the Suez Canal. After referring to the failure of
-the three conferences previously held (at Constantinople in
1854, at Vienna in 1872, and the last at Rome in 1885), his re-
port goes on: " In order that the decisions formulated at the
Conference may have legal weight, they must be unanimously
accepted. It would be unjust to England, whose transit re-
presents 90 per cent. of the total transit, to impose on her a
law which does not suit that country. According to the old
regulation, all vessels coming from Eastern ports where there
is an epidemic, on arriving at Suez undergo quarantine dur-
ing at least twenty-four hours. This regulation frequently
causes loss of time; England and Austria, therefore, con-
vened a fourth Sanitary Conference, where all the powers ex-
cept Switzerland were represented. England, Austria, and
Hungary, before taking part in the conference where fourteen
Powers were represented, came to an understanding, and pre-
pared jointly a plan of action to be laid before the other
kowers. At the outset it was feared that discussion would be
difficult, and-that France especially would disagree with the
other Powers, undoubtedly inclined to follow the Austro-
English views. France, however, instead of making syste-
matic opposition, laid before the Sanitary Conference a series
of propositions which were recognised to be conveniently
practical and moderate, and are those adoptedby the different
Powers at the Conference. We described the measures which
were observed with success in our different ports and at the
Pyrenean frontier duringthe last cholera epidemic. All articles
before passing the frontier should be disinfected. Where there
are no cholera caseson board, this is done infrom seven to eight
hours' time; where there are patients on board, they are to
be disembarked separately and the entire vessel disinfected;
this would cause a delay of five days. This regulation is
much milder than the old one; the English method is to be
milder still. We therefore drew attention to the fact that
during five years among more than 16,000 vessels, twenty-
eight were-retained a few hours and only two five days; our
proposition was then voted unanimously. There are now
only some secondary questions which will be settled by po-
litical negotiation. Army transports is one of these ques-
tions. The remaining French propositions were passed by
10 votes in 14." M. Brouardel adds that cholera can still pene-
trate into Europe by Persia and Mesopotamia; it is true,
since the Suez Canal exists, there are fewer caravans follow-
ing the route. Nevertheless, Dr. Proust has proposed that a
new sanitary conference in order to study this question shall
shortly meet, and the proposal has been adopted.
The Conseil d'Hygiene of the Seine Departnent has met to

hear M. Proust's report on the success obtained at the Venice
Sanitary Conference by the French representative.

ACCORDING to a decree of the French Minister of Commerce,
pewter measures for fluids are tobereplaced bynickelmeasures;
three months hence measures verified for the first time must
not contain more than 10 per cent. of lead or other metals
used as an alloy in pewter.
THE new municipal lunatic asylum at Lichtenberg, near

Berlin, will be ready for use in the autumn, and it is hoped
that the hospital for epileptics in Biesdorf, near Berlin, also
built by the city authorities, will be opened some time next
year. Both establishments are arranged for 1,000 inmates.


